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Dear Parents: 
 

Our first book discussion of the year will be held on Thursday, October 17th at the library in                  
the Hauppauge Middle School from 3:00 - 4:00 pm. This first book chat will be a student-only                 
event. Late buses will be provided.  
 

Students are asked to select one book to read prior to the Book Chat on October 17th. A                  
summary of each text that has been chosen for the Book Chat can be found on the reverse side of                    
this letter to guide students in making their selection. All participants will be responsible for               
obtaining their own books and reading the book prior to the Book Chat session in order                
that they may share their thoughts and feelings about the text.  
 

Teachers, administrators, and staff members will be volunteering to serve as facilitators of the              
discussions and will create topics and questions to be addressed during the “Book Chat.”              
Additional comments and questions are encouraged from participants to generate a dynamic            
conversation. Students are invited to bring a snack for themselves to create a cordial environment               
and prepare for the hour-long discussion.  
 

In an effort to keep the hour-long session engaging and focused on the text being discussed,                
students will be encouraged to keep all cell phones carefully stored away to keep distractions               
to a minimum.  
 
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to call me at 761-8321. I am certain that                   
the conversations will prove to be a wonderful addition to this learning community. 
 

Respectfully, 
 

Christopher J. Michael, Ed.D.  
 

Christopher J. Michael, Ed.D. 
Director of English Language Arts  
 
 
 
 
Please complete the form attached to this letter and return it to your child’s English               
teacher by Tuesday, October 15th  
 
 



 
______My child is interested in joining the “Book Chat” on October 17th  
 

Please check off your book selection:  

• Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterlee  - ____  
• Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys  - ____  
• Spaced Out by Stuart Gibbs - ____   

  
Student’s Name____________________Parent’s Name____________________ 
 

English Teacher____________________Phone Contact____________________ 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
BOOK CHAT #1                   Thursday, October 17, 2019 
(3:00-4:00 pm) 
 
Hidden Figures (Young Readers' Edition) by Margot Lee Shetterlee 
(Non-Fiction Choice) 
"Before John Glenn orbited the earth, or Neil Armstrong walked on the moon, a              
group of dedicated female mathematicians known as human-computers used         
pencils, slide rules, and adding machines to calculate the numbers that would            
launch rockets, and astronauts into space. This book brings to life the stories of              
Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson, and Christine Darden,         
four African-American women who lived through the civil rights era, the Space            
Race, the Cold War, and the movement for gender equality, and whose work             
forever changed the face of NASA and the country"--Amazon.com. 
  
 
Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys (High Fiction Choice) 
In 1941, a fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother, and brother are pulled from their             
Lithuanian home by Soviet guards and sent to Siberia, where her father is             
sentenced to death in a prison camp while she fights for her life, vowing to               
honor her family and the thousands like hers by burying her story in a jar on                
Lithuanian soil. Based on the author's family, includes a historical note. 
  
 
Spaced Out by Stuart Gibbs (Fiction Choice) 
In this New York Times bestselling novel the moon base commander has gone             
missing and Dash Gibson is on the case. The second mind-boggling mystery of             
the Moon Base Alpha series from beloved author Stuart Gibbs. There's nowhere            
to hide on the world's first moon base. After all, it's only the size of a soccer field.                  
So when Nina Stack, the commander of MoonBase Alpha, mysteriously vanishes,           
the Moonies are at a total loss. Though he may be just twelve years old, Dashiell                
Gibson is the best detective they've got. But this confusing mystery pushes Dash             
to his limits. Especially since Dash accidentally made contact with an alien and             
has to keep it a secret. With the fate of the entire human race hanging in the                 
balance, will Dash be able to solve the mystery of the missing Moonie? 
 


